
 FACT SHEET 
 

TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO THE AIR TOXICS RULES FOR TWO SURFACE 
COATING INDUSTRIES: THE SURFACE COATING OF AUTOMOBILES AND 
LIGHT-DUTY TRUCKS; AND SURFACE COATING OF PLASTIC PARTS AND 

PRODUCTS 
 

AACCTTIIOONN  
 

• On April 18, 2007, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) amended the air toxics 
rules for two surface coating industries:  automobiles and light-duty trucks, and plastic 
parts and products.  

 
• EPA is taking direct final action to amend the automobile and light-duty truck standards 

to clarify the interaction between that rule and the plastic parts standards,    to clarify the 
meaning of certain regulatory provisions, and to correct certain errors identified in the 
regulatory text. 

 
• This action also amends the plastic parts standards to clarify that screen printing is not 

subject to that rule.   
 
• EPA issued a national rule to limit emissions of toxic air pollutants from automobile and 

light-duty truck surface coating facilities in 2004.  The plastic parts coating rule also was 
issued in 2004.  These rules are three of 96 rules called maximum achievable control 
technology standards that require 174 industry sectors to eliminate 1.7 million tons of  
187 toxic air pollutants.  Congress listed these toxic air pollutants in the Clean Air Act. 

 
• EPA views these corrections as noncontroversial and does not anticipate adverse 

comments and is issuing this rule as a direct final rule with a parallel proposal.  If EPA 
receives  adverse comment on any provisions of the parallel proposal, we will withdraw 
those provisions from the direct final rule and respond to all comments pertaining to 
those provisions in a subsequent final rule.  

 
• This direct final rule does not alter the stringency of the promulgated rules and has no 

adverse health or environmental impacts. 
 

• There are no costs associated with this rule. 
 
• These direct final rule technical amendments will be effective 60 days after publication of 

the direct final rule in the Federal Register.   
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

• Interested parties can download the notice from EPA's web site at the following address: 
www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg/t3pfpr.html. 
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• Today's final rule and other background information are also available either 

electronically at http://www.regulations.gov/, EPA's electronic public docket and 
comment system, or in hardcopy at the EPA Docket Center's Public Reading Room. 

 
o The Reading Room is located in the EPA Headquarters Library, Room       

Number 3334 in the EPA West Building, located at 1301 Constitution Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC.  Hours of operation are 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM Eastern Standard 
Time (EST), Monday through Friday, excluding Federal holidays.   

o Visitors are required to show photographic identification, pass through a metal 
detector, and sign the EPA visitor log.  All visitor materials will be processed 
through an X-ray machine as well.  Visitors will be provided a badge that must be 
visible at all times. 

o Materials for this final action can be accessed using Docket ID No. OAR-2002-
0093.  

 
• HOW TO COMMENT:  Comments should be identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ- 

OAR-2002-0093 and submitted by one of the following methods: 
• Federal eRulemaking Portal (http://www.regulations.gov), 
• e-mail (a-and-r-docket@epa.gov), 
• Mail (EPA Docket Center, Environmental Protection Agency, Mailcode 6102T, 

  1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460), or 
• Hand delivery (EPA Docket Center, Environmental Protection Agency, Room 

  3334, 1301 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC). 
 
• For further information about the direct final rule amendments, contact                         

Mr. Dave Salman of EPA's Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards, Sector Policies 
and Programs Division, Coatings and Chemicals Group at (919) 541-0859 or by e-mail at 
salman.dave@epa.gov .  Or visit the Automobiles and Light-Duty Trucks NESHAP 
website at http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/auto/autopg.html. 

 


